
Knowledge, Vocabulary, Concepts, and Skills 
Grade 3 Social Studies 

 
 

History 
Adapt 
American Indians 
Anishinaabeg 
Case study 
Causal relationship 
Compare 
Describe 
Environment 
European Explorers 
Explain 
Generalize 
Historical narrative 
Historical questions 
Identify 
Informational text 
Interactions between groups 
Menominee 
Modify 
Odawa (Ottawa) 
Ojibway (Chippewa) 
Potawatomi 
Primary source 
Secondary source 
Sequence 
Settlement 
Settlers 
Traditional story 
Visual data 
Wyandot (Huron) 
 
 
Geography 
Adapt 
Agriculture 
Cardinal directions 
Cultural aspect of life 
Cultural group 
Cultural heritage 
Data sources 
Economic activity 
Human characteristics 
Locate 
Manufacturing 
Migration 

Modify 
Movement 
Natural resources 
Physical characteristics 
Regions 
Relative location 
Research and development 
   industries 
Service industries 
Thematic maps 
Tourism 
Visual material 
 
 
Civics and Government 
Common good 
Distinguish 
Equal treatment under 
    the law 
Give an example 
Goods 
Government 
Michigan Constitution 
Purpose of government 
Representative 
   government 
Rights 
Services 
State and local  
   government 
Three branches of  
   government 
 
 
Economics 
Business development 
Capital resources 
Choices 
Consumer 
Consumption 
Economic decisions 
Economic development 
Entrepreneurs 
Goods 
Human resource 

Incentives 
Interdependence 
Location 
Natural resource 
Natural resource 
Opportunity costs 
Producer 
Production 
Scarcity 
Services 
Specialization 
 
Public Discourse 
Action plan 
Alternative 
resolutions 
Analyze 
Conflicts 
Core democratic 
values 
Develop 
Evaluate 
Express a position 
Graphic data 
Implement 
Justify 
Participate 
Project to help or inform 
   others  
Public issues 
Public policy issues 
Reasoned argument 
Resolution 
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